What Type of Event Is Best for Your Organization?
Numbers of volunteers and initial expenses will vary depending upon the size and complexity of your event.  Here are some ideas to help you identify an event. Review your available resources to determine if you can manage one of these events.
	Fundraising

Event
	Ideas
	Opportunity/Risk
	Available Resources

	
	
	
	# Volunteers
	Anticipated Initial Expenses

	Assemble an Auction
	High end items, services, silent and/or live

	1. Many volunteers can participate

2. Donated items keep costs low

3. Higher quality items bring greater revenue

4. Works well when  combined with other revenue sources


	
	

	Plan a Contest
	Animal parade, raffles and lotteries, cook-off, quit smoking, lose weight, golf/tennis tournament 


	1. Can involve children and families

2. Good for attracting new friends

3. Needs careful accountability


	
	

	Conduct an “__ a-thon”
	Dance, walk, run, read, bike, clean, build, board games, hug, mall walk 


	1. Can be used to showcase program participants

2. Takes careful pre-planning

3. May not be able to collect all pledged revenue

4. Be aware of liability issues


	
	

	Sell merchandise
	Rummage sale, bazaar, antiques show, book fair, Christmas trees, event souvenirs, county fair booth


	1. Revenue grows with repeat activity

2. Need to gauge merchandise carefully


	
	

	Arrange a performance
	Symphony/theater night, amateur night, celebrity entertainer, movie premier, battle of the bands, children’s program


	1. Can attract new donors

2. Needs high initial outlay of expenses

3. Needs to be very well publicized


	
	

	Feature a speaker or celebrity
	Lecture, conference, workshop, book signing, celebrity chefs, celebrity master of ceremonies, honorary chairperson, pre-event party


	1. Can be combined with other revenue sources

2. Need the “right” speaker/celebrity

3. Needs to be well publicized


	
	

	Organize a non-event
	Phantom ball, tea party, bake-less bake sale


	1. Very low cost
2. Can be managed without volunteers 

3. Be careful not to over burden annual donors.


	
	

	Throw a party or reception


	Welcome new members/

new donors; open new office; make announcement; post-event thank-you; pre-event cultivation 


	1. Good cultivation activity

2. Uses fewer volunteers

3. short planning time

4. Raises friends more than funds
	
	

	Stage a Gala

 
	Celebrate a milestone, honor someone, give an award, ground-breaking, kick-off, important announcement, openings, cocktail reception, black-tie gala, ethnic festival, barn dinner dance, house party, block party. gallery exhibition, wine tasting

	5. Good friend-maker 

6. involves many volunteers

7. Revenue can grow with repeat activity

8. Highest risk event

9. Need to sell many tickets

10. Needs long planning time


	
	

	Combine activities
	Party + auction; performance + contest; celebrity + merchandise
	1. Maximizes target audience and profits
2. Increases chances of covering expenses.

3. Increases revenue options
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